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MATERIAL: Laptop, Eduroam internet access, Spreadsheet
DATA SOURCES: 
· Distribution by marital status in Albania (Men and women, 1989 and 2011) provided on the Moodle
GRADE: 20% assessment for the correct choices, 80% on motivation provided for your choices
TIME: 40 Minutes

THE CASE: MARRIAGE POSTPONEMENT IN ALBANIA
The University of Tirana is carrying out a study to verify the impact of the transition to Capitalism after the fall of Berlin’s Wall (1989) on family changes.
Some scholars in Modern History indeed argue that the political shock fuelled also the crisis of the Albanian family system: the worsening of living conditions, the growing uncertainties in the labour market made family formation more difficult, leading to a remarkable delay in the age at marriage and to an increase of permanent celibacy.
The idea is suggestive, but they do not know how to verify it empirically.
Unfortunately, they cannot rely on life course data. Only the distribution of men and women by marital status in 1989 and in 2011, 22 years later, is available, which it is useless according to them. 
However, they learned that there is a group of talented demographers (yes, yourselves!) in Padua who could perhaps help them. Could you?
Could you explain to your Albanian colleagues how the age at marriage varied across time and gender? Does the change affect mainly men or women? Did the gender differences in the age at marriage change over time? Did the prevalence of permanent celibacy increase?
Prepare a few sentences report to give the answers requested and to explain your line of reasoning, the information, the data you used to support your decision, and the limitation of your approach.
Upload the report on the Moodle.


According to your results, is the hypothesis supported? Did the political shock fuelled marriage postponement?
A. Yes, for both men and women
B. Only among women
C. Only among men
D. Not at all
According to your results, did the political shock fuelled the spread of permanent celibacy?
A. Yes, for both men and women
B. Only among women
C. Only among men
D. Not at all

