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• Target 

• Syllabus  | Contents

• Reference materials

• Exams

• Students’ meetings



Main contents
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- Law

- Legal systems

- the EU legal system

- Basics of EU Law

- Sources of EU Law

- EU Privacy and Personal Data Protection

- General Principles of EU Personal Data Protection
 
- Enforcement of EU Data Protection

- Protection of Other Data (non-personal data)

- Case-study analyses and possible workshops

- EU Digital Strategy

- AI Act

- References to different legal systems and comparisons
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Basic legal notions
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• Notion of Law

• Basic legal notions

• Legal systems to be taken into consideration

• International Law

• European Union Law

Fiorella Dal Monte, PhD
Law & Data | 2024-2025
    



What is Law?
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«Set of conditions under which 

the choices of each person 

can be united with the choices of others 

under a universal law of freedom»

Immanuel Kant

 The Metaphysical Elements of Justice

Law
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«Set of conditions under which 

the choices of each person 

can be united with the choices of others 
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LAW
 

WHAT IS 
A LEGAL ORDER/SYSTEM?
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«A LEGAL ORDER is an aggregate or a plurality of general and individual norms that govern human behavior, that 

prescribe, in other words, how one ought to behave. That behavior is prescribed in a norm or, what amounts to 

the same thing, is the content of a norm means that one ought to behave in a certain way. 

The concept of the norm and the concept of the "ought" coincide. To prescribe in a norm how one ought to 

behave is understood here not only as a command but also as a positive permission or an authorization. 

A plurality of norms is an order if the norms constitute a unity, and they constitute a unity if they have the same 

basis of validity. 

If the law is positive law, the norms of a legal order are "posited" or "created" through human acts. To say that a 

norm prescribing how one ought to behave is "posited" or "created" through an act is a metaphorical way of 

saying that the norm is the subjective meaning of the act. Acts through which the norms of a legal order are 

posited or created comprise legislative acts, acts constituting legally binding custom, judicial acts, administrative 

acts, and private law transactions, in particular contracts. These acts are characterized here as legal acts, and 

the individuals authorized by the legal order to perform such acts are characterized as legal officials». 

H. Kelsen, The concept of the legal order, in The American Journal of Jurisprudence (translated by S.L. Paulson)
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The LEGAL SYSTEM 
includes 

rules, procedures and institutions 
by which activities, both public and private, 

can be carried out through legitimate means. 

A legal system is 

a system for interpreting and enforcing the laws.

PLURALITY OF LEGAL SYSTEMS
in light of several and different social groups
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Examples of what legal systems can be / where legal systems can be found

STATES

e.g.   Italy, France, USA, India, China, etc.

EUROPEAN UNION

Legal system encompassing 27 Member States

COUNCIL of EUROPE

Legal system including 47 Member States

INTERNATIONAL LEGAL ORDER

Special legal system – independent from States

WORLD WIDE WEB? 
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Modern theory of the

SEPARATION OF POWERS

 

separate and independent bodies

so to ensure 

legal certainty, impartiality, equality before the Law

Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws (1748)

Legislative Executive Judicial

MAKE IMPLEMENT 

&

ENFORCE 

INTERPRET 

LAW
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